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Oman'’s first road safety newsletter, dedicated to sharing knowledge for a crash-free culture

KOM road deaths

* Juhaina and Sara, two MECIT
students die when thelr car hitz a
lamp post, May 2010

+ Jassim and Al Azhar, twe
students dis ina head-on
collision, October 2010

* Three MECIT students die in bus
crash, October 2010

b

How many more have to
The college bus In which roung giris died and four were critically injured on OCtober die?
18, 2010, Orman’s first traffic safiety day

More heartbreak and suffering

Three yvoung girl students from address and eliminate, as far as
Cman's Middle East College of possible, death on.our roads.
Infermation and Technology [MECIT)
died and 31 were injured, when the
bus taking them home spun out of
coantrol, crashed into a parked truck,
hit a third vehicle, burst through a

We can only gueass at the immense
heartoreak aond suffering of the
parents, family and friends of the
dead., Our thoughts and prayers go
e J _ out to them and to those who wait by
railing and rolled down a bank on ‘o L airls Wing in Sultan Gab
Monday October 18. el R el S
University Hospital intensive care unit as
With supreme frony. this appalling Muscat residents are urged to denate
tragedy took place on the first bElood.

anniversary of His Majesty's speech ; ; i I
; i [Click and watch His Majesty’s
challenging the nation urgently to speech on ow: new blog.|

We were warned

Let us not dismiss this tragedy os or distraction, fire burst or hozard in the
ancther 'occident’. Like the path of the bus,

rmajorty of fatal and non-fatal
crashes that cost Oman and
society at large so dearly, thisis a
crash, coused by human emror and,
as such, could and should have
been avoided.

However, major contributing factors are
likely to be state of maintenance of the
bus, level of the driver's training, truck
parked on hard shoulder as well as
road design and infrastructure or lack
thereof. All of these are factars for

And the emor is not just thot of the  which other pariies are responsible,

1 i i 7 nwhich rine
:::r‘l'rﬁ; LT:EUE?;ELC::;:;’? s:;%u::rﬂ; In fact, this stretch of road in the vicinity G| Pl 2
A e of Knowledge Casis Muscat [KOk) is

s well-known for fatal crashes. _ : il
loss of control, driver's speed and G e GLIE Meins e ard
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http://www.salimandsalimah.org/blog/
http://www.salimandsalimah.org/news.htm

We were warned cont..

Only a few days before the crash,  On October 17, a concemead parent
an article entitled Egul’ry KOM roog wrote to MECIT College urging them to
Igesigns leave a trail of tragedies|in lobby the autharities for traffic calming
the Times of Oman catalogued the measures and driver awareness "fo

crash deaths on this road and avoid having the lives of more young
called for remedial action. people and their families tragically
ruined."

From anguish to action

Urgent remedial action is called far to address defects in road desion
and infrastructure near KOM in line with the Eecommendations adopted
by The Traffic Safety Symposium in May [see box] and approved by His
Majesty, Recommendation 10 requires black spols where crashes are
frequent fo be re-engineered to international standards.

This tragedy also highlights the case for urgent policy and regulatory
reform of our student transport system to overhaul to international
standards:

driver training and licensing:

vehicle specifications;

training of vehicle operatars in schoal transport managsment;
safe routes, drop off and pick up rones:

effective fines and penalties for viclations,

Fundamental to a safe student transport policy is the allocation of
responsibilities and obligations betwesan the education authorities,
schools managements, operators, drivers. students and guardians.

Our half a million or more students are bused fo and from school every
day at the mercy of forces which expose them fo death or serious injury
in a crash. These children are the country'sr future. Let’s take action to
implement the vision of safe student transport for all without delay. Cur
children and young people deserve: nathing less.

Sustainability lic is a 100% Omani-cwried non-profit company active in research and odvocacy committed 1o raising
awareness of the risk factors leading fo death and disability in road crashes. As developer of Salim and Salimah, Safe and
Sound™ 4l 5 allu as L), g pioneering child passenger safety campaign for the Arab world, and producer of a bi-lingual
award-winning film "Doesn't your child deserve a safe ride?”, Sustainability is part of WHO's network of global NGOs
advocating for road safety, Make Roads Safe campaign, the Road Traffic Injuries Research Network, the European Road
Safety Charter and the Middle East Partnership Initiative.
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Contact details:-

Sustainability lic YW Agletull email:  sustain.ability@hotmail.com
P.O. Box 500 '}!{' yHingee web: www.salimandsalimah.org
Mina Al Fahal 116 & webmail: info@salimandsalimah.org
Sultanate of Oman tel/fax:  + (968) 24492057

One Life, Your Choice, Oman'’s first road safety newsletter, is dedicated to sharing knowledge to create a crash-free culture. Get the latest
road safety news as well as the best and next road safety practices, campaigns and resources from around the world. Sharing ideas, fips
and resources with your family, colleagues and community is one way to play your part in creating a crash-free culture. Sign up here
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